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[57] ABSTRACT

A hinge mechanism for use in a portable telephone in which
a foldable lid is rotatably supported by the hinge mechanism
to rotate the foldable 1id between an opened position and a
closed position, includes a rotary shaft on which the lid is
rotatably supported. A first spring, fitted to the shaft, gen-
erates a biasing force to rotate the lid on the shaft in a first
direction from the closed position to the opened position. A
second spring, fitted to the shaft, generates a biasing force to
rotate the lid on the shaft in a second direction opposite to
the first direction after the lid is further rotated from the
opened position in the first direction. A first stopper restricts
a rotation of the shaft in the first direction to cancel the
biasing force of the first spring when the lid is further rotated
on the shaft in the first direction from the opened position.
A second stopper restricts a rotation of the shaft in the
second direction to cancel the biasing force of the second
spring when the lid is rotated on the shaft in the second
direction back to the opened position after the lid is further
rotated in the first direction from the opened position.
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